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Rock Island's initial batch of steel sheathed cabooses were built by the railroad in 1930 o
virtually the same dimansional specifications as their wood sheathed cars that had been
built by various builders since 1903, The most unique feature of these cars was their silver
paint scheme. In theory, they were supposed to be cooler inside. When the Farrington era
came in, the cars ware repainted 10 a mere ypical color scheme. Some cars may have
lasted into the 40°5 with the silver, however. One car, 17899 racaived welded rather than
rveted sides. This was a fairly typical Rock Island practice, to make one car of a batch
something experimental to test the acceplability of a new concept. The cabooses were
modarnized in 1955 and most survived to the end of service. Several were sold to railfans
and colleclors around the midwest including 17864 to RITS member Arvid Hagberg. (Steve
Hile)
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